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Aston Press
Monthly Newsletter

February 2026
February 1st - Communion Sunday
February 8th - Souper Bowl
February 10th - Session Meeting
February 16th - Presidents Day (LC/Church Closed)
February 18th - Ash Wednesday - 11:30 am
February 18th - PW 
February 22nd - 1st Sunday in Lent
February 22nd - PW Blanket Sunday

From the Pastor’s Desk
That was quite some snowstorm! I hope everyone was able to 
stay warm and has dug out by now. I’m writing this on January 
27th and I just heard there may be another snowstorm this coming 
weekend too. Since we knew the storm was coming Erin, James 
and I came to church on Saturday and recorded the service for 
you. Thank you Erin and James! Perhaps we will have to do this 
again. If you know snow is mentioned eight times in the Bible. In 
the 37th chapter of Job his friend Elihu tells Job, “5 God thunders 
wondrously with his voice; he does great things that we cannot 
comprehend. 6 For to the snow he says, 'Fall on the earth'; and 
the shower of rain, his heavy shower of rain, 7 serves as a sign on 
everyone's hand, so that all whom he has made may know it.” 
God has certainly told the snow to fall on the earth in January!

Lent begins this month with Ash Wednesday on February 18th. 
This is the earliest Lent has begun in a number of years. As we 
have in previous years we will have a joint service with the 
Learning Center children. 

The sermon series I have chosen for Lent this year is based 
around Philippians 2:1-11, most particularly verse 5 which says, 
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”. 

February 22 Having the Mind of Christ: Love, 
March 1 Having the Mind of Christ: Humility, 
March 8 Having the Mind of Christ: Servant-hood, 
March 15 Having the Mind of Christ: Obedience, 
March 22 Having the Mind of Christ: Surrender.
March 29 Having the Mind of Christ: Faithful Suffering

March 29th is Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday is April 2nd and 
Easter will be on April 5th this year.

The sermon this week is “Salt and Light”. It comes from 
Matthew 5. “You are the salt of the earth.” “You are the light of 
the world.” Both of these statements tell us how we are to be as 
Christians. Rather than statements perhaps I should say 
challenges. We are to be the salt of the earth and light to the 
world. There is much going on in our country and world today 
that is challenging for us as Christians. Let us each pray and 
ask God how we can best affect the world around us.  

God’s blessings to all,  Rev. Christine

Erin Schuler Coia 
Administrative Assistant

Mondays 11am - 2pm
Thursdays 10am - 2pm
Fridays 10am - 12pm

610-494-2634
astonpcusa@gmail.com

Elder of 
the Month
Lori Clements

610-485-7093

Church Office Hours

mailto:astonpcusa@gmail.com
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APC Committees 

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

Financial Corner

February Anniversaries

February 4th - Sue & Jeff MacArthur
February 15th - Aston Presbyterian 
Church/2nd Presbyterian Church

February 19th - Bonnie & Nick Lazer

Financial Corner 

February Birthdays

February 7th - Bob Worrell
February 7th - John Vasquez
February 17th - Mark Canavin
February 24th - Nick Lazer

Financial Corner

Aston Presbyterian Church (formerly Second Presbyterian Church 
of Chester) will be turning 160 Years young.  Please join us on 
February 15th as we walk down memory lane take a look at pictures 
and items from our Church’s history and enjoy the fellowship that 
we share with all members. 

Financial Corner as of Jan. 31, 
2026

Budget Recap - 2026

YTD Budget

Envelope Giving 55,000.00

Loose Offering 600.00

DC Learning Ctr 15,600.00

DCLCtr (shared exp.) 350.00

Building Use 1,000.00

Initial Offering 100.00

Per Capita 300.00

Investment Fund Div. 3,500.00

Misc. Income 250.00

Income 76,700.00

Local Expenses 93,060.92

Mission Giving 2,712.48

Operating Expenses 95,773.40

Anticipated (Shortfall) (19,073.40)

Philippians 4: 6-7 - "Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with Thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus."

Respectfully Submitted - Michele Kane



February 2026 www.astonpresbyterianchurch.orgPage 3
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faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
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lectus enim et metus. ”

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
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Buildings & Grounds

Administration Committee & Nominating Committee
Chairpersons - Donna Marie Gawne & Michele Kane

Personnel Committee
Chairperson - Michele Kane

Buildings & Grounds
Chairperson - James Coia 

Care & Fellowship Committee
Chairpersons - Erin Schuler Coia & Ruth Voss

Christian Education
Chairperson - Erin Schuler Coia

Mission & Stewardship
Chairpersons - Ruth Voss & Pat Zebley

Worship & Music
Chairperson - Erin Schuler & Lori Clements

Please contact any of our Elders to join a committee

2026 Committee Chairs

Have a spare couple of hours on a Saturday to help out around the church?  Please see James Coia for dates to get 
together and help with small projects.                             

On Sunday, February 22, 2026, Aston’s Presbyterian Women will 
celebrate Church World Service Blanket Sunday.

With all that is going on around the globe and here in the US, more people are in need of help from floods, 
earthquakes, fires and the other disasters occurring.

The blankets we provide through Church World Service remind people they are not alone and someone cares 
about them.  These blankets can fulfill many needs: warmth, shelter overhead from rain, a space to sleep/hide 
under during the night. A couple of different materials are used in the blankets and sent depending on the 
weather for the region in need.  You will be able to see the blankets used in our area through our physical 
display. This project helps people world wide inasmuch as CSW knows no bounds, only people in need.

Please take a moment to prayerfully consider how you can show love and assistance to your fellow man by 
supporting PW’s Blanket Sunday.  Each blanket cost $10.  Please also include in your daily prayers all the 
people affected by these many disasters.  

On behalf of Aston’s Presbyterian Women Thank You. ~ Ruth Voss, Moderator

PW BLANKET SUNDAY (2026) - Church World Service

As we begin the new year 2026,  the Mission Committee is 
gearing up for our SOUPer Bowl of Caring.  This year the 
NFL Super Bowl is February 8th.  It is the Committee’s 
intent to start reminding our people on March 25th to get 
ready to support and cheer on APC’s SOUPer Bowl.  Our 
Learning Center has participated in the past and are being 
invited to join in again this year.   

You can start shopping at any time and just bring your 
items to worship the first two Sundays in February.  As is 
our usual practice, all canned items and other donations 
will go to Chester Eastside for their food pantry.  We will 
also have Minutes for Mission and will be “passing the 
bucket” for monetary donations.  

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance in 
this endeavor.  ~ Mission Committee 
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Twenty-five years ago-2001- Rev 
Pam Cowan in her “From the 
Pastor’s Hat Rack Column” wrote 
that we should appreciate the 
simple straightforward ways of life. 
She said we should celebrate our 
faith, our faith that can help us 
weather the storms of life through 
the years. The deacons paid special 
tribute to Bob and Mary Glass for 
their many years of service and 
witness for Jesus Christ in this 
congregation. The Christian Careers 
Column honored members who 
worked in the healthcare industry; 
Mike Collins a Physicians assistant, 
Jessie Collins, an Anesthesiologist, 
Marlen Czernik, RN, Doris Govan 
RN, Betsy Wrench RN, Nursing 
Supervisor. PW Blanket Sunday 
was held on February 11th.

Thirty years ago-1996- Pastor 
Scott Cupp’s “Ex Cathedra Column” 
spoke about folks not volunteering 
to do jobs in the Church. He said 
that a small portion of the 
congregation was doing most of the 
jobs that make our ministry for 
Christ successful. He said our 
witness would be much stronger if 
more of us took on some of the jobs 
such as Sunday School teachers. 
He noted that when nobody accepts 
a job that is open our ministry 
becomes stagnant. The 1996 Lent 
Study was titled: “What To Do When 
You Don’t Know What To Do”.

Thirty-five years ago- Pastor Scott 
Cupp ‘s “Ex Cathedra Column” 
spoke about the Gulf war that was 
currently going on. He said that in 
light of the current war against Iraq 
because of their invasion of Kuwait, 
we should lift our troops and the 
people of Kuwait in prayer, and we 
should pray constantly that peace 
can soon be restored.

February & Church Anniversary 
Memories Continue on Next Page

days of School, On February 12th 
Valentine’s Day, February 22nd. 
Crazy Hat and Hair Day. February 
28th. The Tooth Buddy Puppet 
Show. Souper Bowl Sunday was on 
February 7th and PW Blanket 
Sunday on February 21st.

Fifteen years ago-2011- Rev.  Jane 
Ritterson in her “From the Pastor’s 
Desk Column’ wrote that officiating 
at funeral services was a privilege 
for Pastors. Day Care News: 
February 2nd-Pajama Day, February 
9th-100 Days of school, February 
14th Valentine’s Day, February 23rd 
Aston Presbyterian Day Care 
Center Pride Day.
PW Blanket Sunday was on 
February 27th

Twenty years ago-2006- Bill 
Schuler, Jr., Clerk of Session wrote 
that the Session was beginning the 
process to find a new Pastor. He 
also listed the people who would be 
filling the pulpit during the month of 
February: February 5th Rev. Jean 
Morton, February 12th Elder Wanda 
Trawick, February 19th Former 
Pastor Bob Boelll led Worship on 
the 140th Anniversary of our 
founding, February 26th, A Special 
Service was held to recognize our 
Fifty-year members. Day Care 
News: The students were reading 
the following books: “The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff” and the “Gingerbread 
Boy.” On February 9th in the evening 
a “Healing Service was held and 
was led by Rev. Fran Aichinger and 
Rev. Ann Aichinger, Co-Pastors of 
Middletown Presbyterian Church.

We have come to February. The 
month in which we celebrate 
Valentine’s Day and the Beginning 
of Lent. For us at Aston 
Presbyterian Church, we will 
recognize the 160th Anniversary of 
the founding of our ministry. Before 
we move into these events, let us 
take a look back at some 
happenings in our Church from the 
past.

Five years ago-2021- Jimmie 
Hawkins, a guest writer, wrote a 
column in our newsletter entitled: 
“The Way to Shalom”. In this 
column, he said that Lent is a 
season when we reflect upon the 
love of God and the gift of God’s 
grace. Day Care News: They 
celebrated Valentine’s Day by 
creating their own mailroom to 
handle the Valentine cards. Souper 
Bowl Sunday was held on February 
7th. The Presbyterian Women’s 
Blanket Sunday was held on 
February 14th.

Ten years ago-2016- Pastor 
Graham Robinson in his “The 
Pastor’s Corner Column” wrote that 
he believed Christ’s light shines for 
us like the “Aura Borealis”. He also 
noted that we would be celebrating 
the 150th Anniversary of our Church 
on April 3rd. with three former 
pastors coming to share in Worship: 
Rev. Bob Boell, Rev. N. Scott Cupp, 
and Rev. Jane Ritterson. Pastor 
Graham also said that we must take 
time to lift our vision to notice the 
playful light of Christ and we should 
consider how God might engage us 
in sharing the light of Christ. Day 
Care news: On February 9th they 
celebrated 100
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Financial Corner

  England and had returned  home, 
Michele Kane was named student 
of the month at Sun Valley, Tom 
Zebley, Sr. retired after 34 years 
working at Westinghouse, and 
Pastor Bob Boell celebrated the 
20th Anniversary of his ordination to 
the Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament. 

Forty-five years ago-1981- Pastor 
Bob Boell wrote that in 1981, we 
should involve our younger 
members in growing their spiritual 
and prayer lives. A Swim Night was 
held on February 21st at the 
Northley Middle School Pool. On 
February 15th, a “Covered Dish 
Supper" was held with Rev. Cordell 
Sloan of Temple Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia speaking 
about Urban ministry.

Fifty years ago-1976- Pastor Bob 
Boell wrote that our goals for 1976 
would be to reach out into our 
community as witnesses for Jesus 
Christ. On February 15th, a Special 
Worship and Homecoming 
Luncheon was held on the 
Anniversary of our Church’s 
founding. An article was published 
in our newsletter about the Rev. 
John Witherspoon and his work in 
the Continental Congress when the 
Declaration of Independence was 
adopted.

Sixty years ago-1966- In February 
of 1966 two major events were held 
in the life of our congregation: We 
celebrated the 100th Anniversary of 
the founding of our Church with a 
dinner and program at the Chester 
YMCA where we had held services 
for the three 

 

The 125th Anniversary of our 
Church was celebrated through the 
following events:  February 10th at 
Worship we celebrated The “Great 
Parade” highlighting those of our 
congregation who helped us in 
serving Christ for 125 years, 
February 16th- a program and 
pageant was held highlighting the 
history of our congregation which 
was led by members and featured 
our choir led by Director Laura 
Worrell, the pageant was followed by 
dinner and recognition of longtime 
members. The event was held at 
Neumann University’s Theater.  On 
February 17th, a Special Anniversary 
worship with Communion was held 
with Pastor Scott Cupp and former 
Pastor Bob Boell leading. Rob Boyer, 
son of Hal and Cathy Boyer, was 
serving with the Army in “Operation 
Desert Storm.” The Who’s Who 
Column” featured Mary Moccia, a 
long-time member who had served 
as a Deacon, an Elder and as the 
Teacher of the women’s True-Blue 
Class.

Forty years ago- 1986- Pastor Bob 
Boell in his column wrote about the 
40 days of Lent. He said Lent is a 
season for renewal and for sacrificial 
giving in support of Christ’s Church.  
He urged all of us to support the 
“One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
during this Lenten period.  Home 
group Bible Studies were being 
organized to study the Gospel of 
Matthew.  The Adult Class was 
starting a study of the /wisdom 
Literature in the Bible.  The Sr. High 
Class was beginning a study titled: 
“A Matter of Life and Death.” In the 
Church Family: Mary Sidoriak 
completed her student teaching in 

  

years after the fire destroyed our 
original Church building. Later in 
February, the Rev. Robert P. Boell 
was installed as our Pastor. Pastor 
Bob Boell became the longest 
serving Pastor of this congregation 
when he left us in July of 6-1986 to 
become Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Corning, 
New York.

Seventy years ago- On February 
28th of 1956 a General Alarm Fire 
destroyed the 90-year-old building 
of the Second Presbyterian Church 
at Third and Ulrich streets in the 
city of Chester.

As we come to the 160th 
Anniversary of this ministry for 
Jesus Christ our Lord, we need to 
recommit ourselves to Him and to 
revitalizing His witness to the 
communities where we live and 
work. May we be encouraged 
towards this mission by these 
words from the great Hymn “The 
Church’s One Foundation” 
composed with music by Samuel 
/Wesley and words by Samuel J. 
Stone

”The Church’s one foundation is 
Jesus Christ her Lord; she is his 
new creation by water and the 
Word; from heaven came and 
sought her to be his holy bride. 
With His own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died.”

“Yet she on earth hath union with 
God the Three on One, and mystic 
sweet communion with those 
whose rest is won; O happy ones 
and holy! Lord, give us grace that 
we, like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with Thee.”

May the Grace, Peace, and Love of 
Christ be with us as we serve His 
Church,

Bill Schuler, Jr.
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Aston Pres. Learning Center

February 2026 Learning Center Events

APC Learning Center
Happy February! Don’t let the short month fool you, there is something going on all month long. We are starting this 
month with the lesson of Groundhog Day as we talk about making predictions of early spring or long winter.  We have 
the opportunity to learn about snow, ice, hibernation, and so much more when it comes to winter. Our little ones are 
looking forward to our very own mailroom as we talk about the importance of friend mail and delivering valentines to 
their friends as a way to show they care. In addition to the mailroom excitement, the students are looking forward to the 
fun crafts, yummy food, and spreading kindness to everyone around them. February is Dental Care Month. As a 
special treat, a local dentist’s team will come in and express the importance of taking care of our teeth and keeping 
them clean as well as providing the students with goodie bags to practice these life skills at home. This month we are 
looking forward to celebrating our 100th day of school, Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Day, Presidents’ Day, 
Pajama Day, Ash Wednesday, and some fun Valentine and fun themed days ahead. Our Souperbowl of Caring is on! 
Our little ones and their families are busy donating canned goods for a great cause as they try to win either a pretzel 
party or an ice cream party. We have a scoreboard outside of the office that the children are very excited about as the 
numbers continue to rise. We can’t wait to see how much we can collect this year! Our scoreboard is a great way to 
encourage number recognition! We will be collecting canned goods from now until Friday, February 6th. Lastly, next 
month we are looking forward to our next fundraiser at Oasis Family Fun Center in Glen Mills on Monday March 9th 
from 6 to 8. Tickets are $15 dollars for kids when bought in advance at the center or $20 at the door. We are hoping for 
a good turnout! Hope everyone has a great month! Try to keep warm!!

January 27th -February 6th - SOUPER BOWL of Caring Contest
February 2nd - Groundhog Day
February 3rd - Elmo Day
February 6th - Wear Red for Congenital Heart Defect Awareness
February 9th - Valentine’s Parties

February 13th - My Spooky Valentine
February 13th - Parents Night Out
February 16th - LC Closed for Presidents Day
February 18th - Ash Wednesday
February 20th - Phillies Day
February 24th -APCLC Spirit Day at Oasis

https://www.aplearningcenter.info

