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Aston Press
Monthly Newsletter

January 2025
January 4th - Communion Sunday
January 6th - Epiphany
January 11th - Baptism of the Lord Sunday
January 11th - Installation of Elders
January 13th - Session Meeting
January 19th - MLK Day - Offices Closed
January 25th - Annual Congregational Meeting (more 
on this on page 2)

From the Pastor’s Desk
I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and I wish all of 
you a safe and healthy New Year! 

My daughter’s family takes their Christmas tree down the 
day after Christmas. I like to leave my up for much longer. 
After all, Christmas time hasn’t ended. Many people think 
Christmas is over. In the church calendar though we began 
the Christmas season on December 25th and it will continue 
until January 5th. 

This gives us the 12 days of Christmas which is why we 
have the song ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ also known as 
‘The Partridge in a Pear Tree’! By the way, I looked up the 
value of these presents and it would be $210,972.66! 

Epiphany is on January 6th and there are 6 Sundays after 
Epiphany. The word Epiphany means appearance or 
manifestation. It celebrates the revelation of Jesus Christ to 

 the Gentiles represented by the visit of the Wise Men 
(Magi) to Jesus. This Sunday is also known as Three 
Kings Day. The night before Epiphany is known as the 
Twelfth Night. 

In my newsletter last year I said that our world is in a dark 
place. Unfortunately, that is still true. What is our hope in 
this dark time? It is the same as last year. John’s gospel 
talks about Jesus and tells us, “3 All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 
1:3-6) Let us pray that the light of Christ will shine 
throughout our world and in the hearts of all people.

God’s blessings to all, Rev. Christine

Erin Schuler Coia 
Administrative Assistant

Mondays 11am - 2pm
Thursdays 10am - 2pm
Fridays 10am - 12pm

610-494-2634
astonpcusa@gmail.com

Elder of 
the Month
Donna Gawne

610-348-6538

Church Office Hours
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APC Committees 

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

Financial Corner

January Anniversaries

January 1st - Kristi & Steven Beddow
January 10th - Lori & Rick Clements

Financial Corner Financial Corner

January Birthdays

January 6th - Ruth Hiller
January 6th - Bill Gawne
January 9th - Laura Worrell
January 12th - Nicholas Canavin
January 17th - Lois Lawton
January 20th - Libby Vasquez
January 23rd - Carol Koffenberger Jones
January 31st - Edna Bomhoff

The Session has called a congregational/corporation meeting for Sunday, 
January 25th, 2026 as required in the By-Laws and Book of Order.  The 
meeting will be called to order near the end of morning worship immediately 
following the benediction. 

The purpose of this meeting is: To receive, review and approve the reports 
of the Board of Session, Committees and groups as printed in Annual 
Report for year 2025 (non-financial). (Copy of all reports previously 
provided for review.) and to review and accept the financial statements of 
the Treasurer for the year 2025 (subject to annual audit). To review and 
accept the budget for 2026 as approved by the Session. (Copy of Financial 
Appendix provided previously for review.)

Please plan to attend.  Our Bylaws require a quorum in order to conduct 
business.  As a member you are an important part of this process.  The 
meeting should last approximately ten to fifteen minutes.  Please mark your 
calendar.  

Look forward to seeing you on Sunday, January 25th, 2026. ~ Session

Financial Corner as of Nov 30, 2025

How are we doing?

Budget Nov YTD

Envelope Giving 55,733.33 42,044.50

Loose Offering 779.17 387.00

DC Learning Ctr 13,200.00 13,200.00

DCLCtr (shared 
exp.) - 460.15

Building Use 1,100.00 837.00

Initial Offering 100.00 132.00

Per Capita 300.00 433.00

Investment Fund 
Div. 3,208.33 3,332.95

Misc. Income 229.17 186.00

Income 74,650.00 61,012.60

Local Expenses 75,755.16 80,229.09

Mission Giving 2,339.04 483.00

Operating Exp 78,094.20 80,712.09

Surplus 
(Shortfall) (3,444.20) (19,699.49)

Other Mission & Special 
Offerings $2,548.68

Capital Expenditures $19,818.01

Our 2025 financial results are shown here. We 
continue to trail our budgeted totals. We do 
however remain steadfast in our giving, to those 
in need both local and around the world. 
Session has met and agreed upon the 2026 
budget. As we reflect on 2025, let us give thanks 
and joy for our church family and community of 
faith. Our church is small, but our blessings are 
many.  Romans 15:13 - "May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.'" Respectfully submitted Michele 
Kane
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Cathedra Column” that we were 
now approaching the last five years 
of the 20th Century. He noted the 
next five years will be challenging 
for the Church of Jesus Christ as we 
prepare to witness for Christ in the 
21st Century with the fast pace of 
change that will be occurring. The 
Aston area Christian Unity service 
was held at Mt. Hope United 
Methodist on January 21st. The 
following Officers were recognized 
for their service to Aston 
Presbyterian Church: Elders: 
Marleen Czernik, Bob John, Janet 
John, and Doris Zebley. Deacons: 
Tonia Cupp, Carol Gerace, Doris 
Smith.

Thirty-five years ago - 1991 - 
Pastor Scott Cupp in his “Ex 
Cathedra Column spoke about the 
New Year being a time to take stack 
and to look forward to what has in 
store for the Aston Presbyterian 
congregation for 1991. In the church 
Family: Michelle Kane received her 
degree in accounting from the 
University of North Carolina. She 
was also awarded the NCAA 
President’s Honors for her 
participation on the tennis team. 
Sherris Gawn was now residing in 
North Arlington, Texas.

Forty years ago - 1986 - Pastor 
Bob Boell wrote that we need to be 
willing to accept the challenges God 
gives us for the New Year. He said, 
may our Savior Jesus Christ grant 
us special blessings as we seek to 
be good disciples in our witness and 
mission in 1986. Elder Janet Jones 
from T.M. Thomas made a 
presentation on Small Church 
development on January 26th. The 
Adult Class was beginning a study 
on the “Sermon on the Mount.”

Forty-five years ago -  There was 
no January Newsletter in the file.

Memories Continued on Next Page
 

about entering into the Church year 
time of “Ordinary Time”. She said 
that “Ordinary Time was a good time 
to remember Jesus’ birth, life, death, 
and resurrection as he moved 
toward the cross.  Day Care 
programs for January were Sun 
East Bank day, a program about 
saving money, Crazy Hat Day, 
Aston Pres Day Care Pride Day. On 
January 30th, a Mission Luncheon 
was held about mission work to 
followers of Islam.

Twenty years ago - 2006 - Bill 
Schuler, Jr, Clerk of Session 
thanked all of the members who 
stepped up to lead us during the 
past Advent Christmas Season as 
we began the search for a new 
Pastor.  Day Care January events: 
Red Day, Dr. Seuss Day. We also 
celebrated with Georgia Sampson 
on her 90th birthday. Walt Beddow 
retired after 32 years in law 
enforcement.  

Twenty-five years ago - 2001 - 
Pastor Pam Cowan in her “From the 
Pastor’s Desk Column” wrote that 
Epiphany also known as 12th Night 
has been celebrated since 94 AD to 
remember the Magi bringing 
worship and gifts to the baby Jesus.  
Day Care News: the students had a 
911 Emergency Program and also 
visited the Academy of Natural 
Sciences. The Celebrating Christian 
Careers Column featured Bill 
Gawne and Cheryl D’Amato and 
their work in the insurance business.

Thirty years ago - 1996 - Pastor 
Scott Cupp wrote in his “Ex
 

We stand once again in the warm 
glow celebrating our Savior’s birth 
and we prepare to launch into the 
year of our Lord 2026. As we stand 
at the door of the New Year of 2026 
which will bring us in February to 
the 160th Anniversary of this 
congregation. As we await the 
coming year, we pause to look back 
at some events in the life and 
witness of this portion of Christ’s 
Church. 

5 years ago - 2021 - Pastor 
Michelle Grunseich in her column 
reflected on the hymn “While 
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 
as it relates to the ups and downs 
of the 2020 COVID year. She said 
the New Year stretches out for us 
with many experiences waiting for 
our witness for the Lord. The 
Cents-Ability Offering for October 
2020 in the amount of $255.00 was 
sent to Church World Service. Day 
Care upcoming events: Pajama 
Day, Snowman Day. APC Day Care 
raised $133.00 for the Ronald 
McDonald House.

Ten years ago - 2016 - Pastor 
Graham Robinson in his New 
Year’s message said that he was 
praying that we would all grow as 
we take time to give God thanks. 
He also said we need to make time 
to deepen our relationship with 
Christ through Bible study, Worship 
and sharing in fellowship with other 
Christians.  Upcoming Day Care 
Events: “Dance Me a Story Day,” 
Fairy Tale day, the Magic of 
Snowmen Magic Show.

Fifteen years ago - 2011 - Rev 
Jane Ritterson in her column wrote
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“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

Financial Corner

  

Thank you to everyone that 
participated in the 2025 Angel 
Tree.  27 Teenagers received gifts 
through Delco Helping Hands. 
THANK YOU for helping to share 
the love of Christ to these young 
people.  Additionally, Cents-Ability 
funds received in December will 
also go to Delco Helping Hands,an 
organization who collect and 
distribute necessities other than 
food to many in Delaware County.  

The Mission and Stewardship 
Committee will be meeting to 
review the list of recipients for 
Cents-Ability in 2026.  This list will 
be posted in the newsletter as well 
on the board in the Narthex.  We 
appreciate your diligence and 
generosity for these endeavors.  If 
you know of an individual or family 
who needs assistance please 
provide the information to the 
Committee.  We can pass it on to 
organizations who might be able to 
assist.  Delco Helping Hands does 
not provide food, but they provide 
the necessities not covered by 
food banks - household cleaning 
supplies, dog food, hygiene items 
and baby items such as diapers 
and formula.

May 2026 bring blessings, comfort 
and health to all.

Ruth S Voss on behalf of
APC Mission & Stewardship 
Committee

“God of the coming years, through 
oaths unknown we follow Thee; 
When we are strong, Lord, leave us 
not alone; Our refuge be. Be Thou 
for us in life our daily bread, Our 
heart’s true home when all our 
years have sped.”
  
May the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ fill all of us with His love, joy, 
and peace as we venture into this 
New Year of 2026.
            
Grace and Peace,

Bill Schuler. Jr.

 

Fifty years ago - 1976 - Pastor Bob 
Boell wrote that Christians are 
optimists that believe that this is 
God’s world and His Word is the first 
and last Word. Christians also 
believe that God’s promises were 
fulfilled in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
The Presbyterian Women’s Officers 
for 1976 were: President-Jean 
Nickey, Vice-President-Robin 
Saunders, Secretary Mildred Bortle.

Sixty years ago - 1966 - Our Church 
was preparing to celebrate its 100th 
anniversary and also was preparing 
to welcome. Robert P. Boell as our 
new Pastor.

Seventy years ago - 1956 - The 
Annual Congregational Meeting was 
quite contentious as a discussion 
was held on selling our 90-year-old 
building to another congregation and 
to move to a new location.

As we prepare for our 160th 
Anniversary as witnesses for our 
Lord Jesus Christ may we be 
prepared to make 2026 a year to 
revitalize the mission and ministry for 
our Savior. May the following words 
from the Hymn “God of our Life” 
inspire us to have new energy and 
enthusiasm for Christ and His 
Church.
            
“God of our life, through all the 
circling years, we trust in Thee; In all 
the past, through all our hopes and 
fears, Thy hand we see, with each 
new day, when morning lifts the veil, 
we own Thy mercies, Lord which 
never fail.”

Mission Committee
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Aston Pres. Learning Center

January 2026 Learning Center Events

APC Learning Center
Happy New Year! We hope everyone enjoyed the holidays with their families! Here at 
Aston Presbyterian Learning Center we are ready for the new year and some normalcy 
around here. We are proud to say our Giving Tree donations for Gemma was a success 
again this year as we filled our donation box four times with gifts! Some things to look 
forward to this month as we return to school in our PJs to help our little one’s transition 
back to school. We are excited for National Rubber Ducky Day where we get to dress in 
yellow or something with ducks and maybe waddle around the halls in duck crowns for 
our youngest “ducks”. For our parents this month we have a super parents club meeting 
where we are discussing the hot topic of the ins and outs of potty training to help our 
little ones succeed no matter what stage they are at. We are also looking forward to 
Comfy Cozy Day as we wear something warm and comfy and Lumber Jack Day as we 
wear plaid and talk about things that are made of wood. Our month is ending with an 
‘In-school Snow Day’ as everyone comes in PJs and travels throughout the building in 
small groups doing fun snow themed activities and having fun with their classmates. We 
hope everyone has a happy and healthy new year!  

January 5th - Back to School - PJ School
January 13th - Rubber Duck Day
January 15th - LC Board Meeting
January 19th - MLK Jr Day - Center Closed
January 20th - Comfy day
January 28th - Lumberjack Day
January 30th - In School Snow Day

https://www.aplearningcenter.info

