
December 2025 www.astonpresbyterianchurch.orgPage 1

Aston Press
Monthly Newsletter

December 2025 Events
December 7th - 2nd Sunday in Advent - 
Communion Sunday
December 11th - APCLC Christmas Show
December 14th - 3rd Sunday in Advent
December 14th - Christmas Luncheon - see pg 2 
December 21st - 4th Sunday in Advent
December 24th -Christmas Eve - see pg 3

From the Clerk’s Desk

Erin Schuler Coia 
Administrative Assistant

Mondays 11am - 2pm
Thursdays 10am - 2pm
Fridays 10am - 12pm

610-494-2634
astonpcusa@gmail.com

Elder of 
the Month

Erin Schuler Coia
610-357-5648

Church Office Hours*

As we enter the season of Advent, our hearts turn once again to the extraordinary promise of Christ’s coming—past, present, and 
future. December invites us to pause amid our busy routines and reflect on the gifts God offers so generously: Hope, Peace, Joy, 
and Love. Each week of Advent draws us deeper into the story of God’s redemption, leading us toward the manger where heaven 
touched earth.

Hope reminds us that God’s light shines even in the shadows.  Christ’s birth renews our confidence that God is at work—restoring, 
guiding, and sustaining us.
Peace comes not as the absence of struggle but as the presence of Christ in our midst. May His peace settle in our hearts and in our 
homes this season.
Joy bursts forth as we remember that God is with us. Even small glimpses of grace can lift our spirits and call us to gratitude.
Love anchors all we do, for it is God’s great love that came wrapped in swaddling cloths, inviting us to share that love with neighbor 
and stranger alike.

We warmly invite you to join us for our family friendly, Christmas Eve Service, held at 3:00pm as we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior. As we journey through this season, may you experience the hope that lifts your spirit, the peace that steadies your days, the 
joy that brightens your path, and the love that transforms your life.

Blessings to you and your family this Advent and Christmas. ~ Elder Erin Schuler Coia

mailto:astonpcusa@gmail.com
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APC Events

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

Financial Corner  

December  Anniversaries

Dec. 1st - Cheryl & Walt Beddow
Dec. 7th - Jean & Bob Boell

Dec. 21st - Donna Marie & Bill Gawne

Financial Corner
December Birthdays
Dec. 3rd - Cheryl Ju

Dec. 7th - Joanne Schuler
Dec. 12th - Bob John

Dec. 14th - Debbie Smith
Dec. 28th - Brenna Tribbett
Dec. 31st - Steven Beddow

 You’re Invited!
APC Annual Christmas Luncheon

December 14th, 2025
11:30am

Heibeck Hall

RSVP by December 11th to the 
church office

Poinsettia Orders 
Due December 10th
Please see the Narthex or Erin 
Schuler Coia for details and to order

Financial Corner as of October 31, 2025

How are we doing?

Budget Oct YTD

Envelope Giving 50,666.67 39,582.50

Loose Offering 708.33 387.00

DC Learning Ctr 12,000.00 12,000.00

DCLCtr (shared 
exp.) - 460.15

Building Use 1,000.00 837.00

Initial Offering 100.00 132.00

Per Capita 300.00 433.00

Investment Fund 
Div. 2,916.67 3,332.95

Misc. Income 208.33 186.00

Income 67,900.00 57,350.60

Local Expenses 68,868.33 71,945.16

Mission Giving 2,126.40 483.00

Operating 
Expenses 70,994.73 72,428.16

Surplus 
(Shortfall) (3,094.73) (15,077.56)

Other Mission & Special 
Offerings $ 2,403.68

Capital Expenditures $ 19,818.01

Our 2025 financial shortfall has increased as 
compared to the YTD budget to <$15,077.56>. We 
continue to keep our church family and families in our 
community in prayer as we navigate through these 
tough and uncertain economic times. Psalm 28:7 - 
"The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my 
heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and 
with my song I give thanks to him.'" Respectfully 
submitted Michele Kane
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APC Committees Financial Corner

Financial Corner 

Presbyterian Women

Christmas Eve Service 

CentCents 

APC Food Cupboard ~ Thank you 
everyone for providing non for providing non perishable 
food items for the food cupboard.  Because of the 
government shutdown and SNAP benefits and other 
food supplements being affected, our food cupboard 
really helped provided for families.  Several LC families 
were affected and we were able to provide assistance to 
them through your donations.  The remaining items 
have been provided to Chester Eastside.

Our Angel Tree gifts this year are going to Delco Helping Hands families.  The Angel tree in the Narthex and there are gifts 
tags which your may take and purchase a gift(s) for a teenager.  The tafs give you information and suggestions.  You 
choose the amount you want to spend and You can choose whatever suggested item(s) you want.  Please return all 
Wrapped/bagged gifts to the Church no later than Sunday, December 14th.  Handcrafted hats or headbands have been 
provided for each child and will be placed with your gifts when you bring them in.  

How to help this year:

1. Choose a tag from the Angel Tree, put your name on the sign up sheet, and go shopping. When you bring the gifts 
back, grab the matching hat bag as all kids have a hand crafted hat that was donated and add it to your gift.  

2. Don’t want to shop?  You can donate money for someone else to shop for you.  Like this option, please see Erin 
Schuler Coia, Pat Zebley or Ruth Voss. 

Thank you so much for your generosity.  Blessing to you and your family during this Christmas Season. 
~ Ruth Voss and Pat Zebley

Mission Committee

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24th 

3:00 pm
Family Friendly

All are Welcome!

The Aston PW Christmas Lunch will occur on 
Wednesday, December 10th at 12:30pm in the 
MacMurchy Room. 

The PW Ladies will be participating in the Advent 
Candle Lighting on Sunday, December 14th.  All 
PW members are welcome to come up and help 
light the Joy Candle.

All ladies of the Church are invited to be a part of 
our Presbyterian Women’s Circle which meets the 
third Wednesday of the month from September 
through May.  We would love to have you join us.  ~ 
Ruth Voss, Moderator

Cents Ability

November’s Cents Ability 
received will be heading to the 
Ronald McDonald House Coins 
for Kids.  Decembers Cents 
Ability will help provide 
necessities to the Delco Helping 
Hands Cupboards.  Thank you all 
for your sharing. 
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featured Andrea Sampson and 
Laura Worrell and their careers as 
Day Care Center Directors. At 
worship on December 17th the 
Choir presented the message 
through a cantata. 

30 years ago - 1995 - Pastor Scott 
Cupp’s “Ex Cathedra Column” 
spoke about the coming of the 
Christ Child.  He noted that as we 
prepare for the coming of Christ into 
our midst, we must know that he is 
already here and among us.. The 
Presbyterian Women held their 
Christmas Dinner on December 5th 
and the theme was “Christmas 
Traditions”.  On December 17th after 
worship the Mariners enjoyed lunch 
and then went caroling to our 
shut-in members. On December 3rd 
an All-Church Christmas Party was 
held.

35 years ago - 1990 - Pastor Scott 
Cupp in his “Ex Cathedra /column 
wrote that the frenzy of the 
Christmas Season can make us 
lose sight of the meaning of the 
season being the birth of Jesus our 
Savior. Who’s Who? Column was 
about long-time member and Elder 
Mary Hibbert and her career in 
public service. On December 16th 
the Christmas dinner was held 
followed by a program entitled: “An 
Old-Fashioned Christmas”. On 
December 23rd a Luncheon was 
held after Worship to celebrate 
Christmas as a Church Family with 
carols and fellowship. On 
December 16th the Choir led 
Worship with the cantata” Come. 
Let us Adore Him”.

said that advent was a time of 
waiting. She noted that we have 
to be patient as we wait for our 
Savior to be born.  Day Care 
News” December 9th-Giving Tree 
Celebration, December 13th- 
Santa’s Secret Shop, At Worship 
on December 12th the Choir gave 
the message through the 
cantata: “The Everlasting Light”.  
The Christmas Dinner was held 
on the evening of December 12th.

20 years ago - 2005 - Bill 
Schuler, Jr., Clerk of Session, 
wrote that our Church was once 
again beginning a search for a 
new Pastor since Pastor Pam 
Cowan has left us to return to her 
home area in Missouri. He noted 
that many of our members will be 
leading our Advent and 
Christmas services as we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth. On 
December 4th, the Presbyterian 
Women led us in Worship with a 
service on the meanings of the 
Chrismon’s. On December 11th 
Elder Wanda Trawick brought the 
message, on December 18th the 
Choir provided the message in 
song through the cantata “The 
Song” directed by Andrea 
Sampson and Jim Sredenchek.  
On Christmas Eve, Elders Bill 
Gawne and Paul Kugleman led 
us in a service of Carols, 
Scripture and Christmas 
Memories. The Christmas Dinner 
was enjoyed on the evening of 
December 11th. 

25 years Ago - 2000 - Pastor 
Pam Cowan in her column spoke 
about God choosing to use us 
again and again in new and 
exciting ways to serve Christ our 
newborn Savior. The Christmas 
dinner was held on December 
10th. A prayer service was held 
on the evening of December 17th. 
After Worship on the morning of 
December 17th the Mariners went 
Caroling to our shut-in members.  
The Christian Careers column

He is coming! We are now once 
more at Advent and it is time for us 
to prepare for the coming of the 
Christ child. As the chorus of the 
Hymn O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel states: “Rejoice! 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel.” Yes, the Messiah is 
approaching, and we must know 
that he comes to each of us in our 
heart. But we now pause to look 
back on Advent’s past at Aston 
Presbyterian Church.

5 years ago - 2020 - No Newsletter 
in file for December 2020

10 years ago - 2015 - Pastor 
Graham Robinson wrote in his 
column that many of us go through 
hard times at Christmas. He said 
that our beloved Church gathers to 
pray and sing and to give thanks for 
our blessings and the miracle of life 
along with the gift of Jesus Christ 
our Savior. The Day Care 
participated in the “Stockings for 
Kids’ program of the Salvation 
Army. They also held a “secret 
Santa Shop” and a Christmas Spirit 
Day. The Annual Christmas Dinner 
was held on December 6th. At 
Worship on December 13th, the 
Choir gave the message through a 
Christmas Cantata. 

15 years ago - 2010 - Rev. Jane 
Ritterson in her “From the Pastor’s 
Desk Column”, she 

Continued on next page
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“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

“Nulla nec lacus vel odio lobortis 
faucibus non quis turpis. Ut 
semper, nibh vitae vulputate 
aliquam, libero magna 
malesuada erat, in facilisis 
lectus enim et metus. ”

Financial Corner

40 years ago - 1985 - Pastor Bob 
Boell’s column, he wrote that 
Christmas was an event to celebrate 
because in the quiet of the night 
God’s /word appeared to us in the 
birth of Jesus. On December 8th at 
Worship a TV and a video recording 
system were dedicated in memory of 
Frances Hartranft, wife of Dick 
Hartranft and mother of Jim, Janet, 
and Carol.  The Christmas Dinner 
was held on December 22nd followed 
by a program titled "Listen to 
Christmas”. On December 29th a 
joint Sunday School and Church 
Service was held. In the church 
Family: Connie and David Nickey 
appeared in Chichester High 
school’s production of “West Side 
Story”. Mary Sidoriak was doing her 
student teaching in England; Becky 
Glover was serving on the Middle 
Atlantic Accrediting Team for High 
Schools.

45 years ago - 1980 - Pastor Bob 
Boell wrote in his column that we 
need to take time to read and 
meditate on the story of Jesus’ birth. 
He said we should rejoice about His 
birth and spread the Good News of 
great joy not everyone we 
encounter. On /December 14th the 
/choir directed by Edd Paffett 
presented the message in song 
through a “Festival of Lessons and 
carols with Olive Beiswenger at the 
organ. The Christmas Dinner was 
held on December 21st followed by a 
drama titled "A Christmas Event”.

50 years ago - 1975 - Pastor 
Bob Boell wrote in his column 
that there would be no 
Christmas without the birth of 
Jesus as the Messiah. The 
Christmas Dinner was held on 
December 21st followed by the 
program “The Colors of 
Christmas”.

As we look forward to the 
birthday celebration for 
Jesus, we must remember His 
sacrifice on the cross and His 
resurrection giving us new life. 
Let us go forward to proclaim 
the Good News of His birth to 
everyone we meet.   May these 
words from the Hymn “Come, 
Thou Long-Expected Jesus” by 
Charles Wesley inspire as 
Christ’s Ambassadors:

“Come, thou long expected 
Jesus born to set thy people 
free; from our fears and sins 
release us; let us find our rest 
in thee. Israel’s strength and 
consolation, hope of all the 
earth thou art; dear Desire of 
every nation, Joy of every 
longing heart.”

“Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now 
thy gracious kingdom bring. By 
thine own eternal Spirit rule in 
all our hearts alone; by thine all 
sufficient merit raise us to thy 
glorious throne.

May each of our hearts be 
filled with the love, joy, and 
peace at our Savior’s birth. 
wishing everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a new year 
filled with Christ’s love and 
hope.  

Bill Schuler, Jr.

Recipe of the Month

Pineapple Upside Cake

Ingredients:
½ c butter
1 c brown sugar
1 #2 can pineapple slices in juice 
(20oz can)
2 T whole pecans
1 c sifted cake flour (AP flour can 
be used as well)
1 t baking powder
⅛ t salt
3 eggs separated
1 c granulated sugar
5 T pineapple juice (from the can of 
pineapple)
Maraschino cherries

How to:
1. Melt butter in large baking 

pan (9x9 or cast iron skillet)
2. spread brown sugar evenly 

in pan and arrange 
pineapple slices on sugar 
with a cherry in the middle of 
each slice, fill edges with 
pecans

3. Sift flour, baking powder and 
salt in a separate bowl

4. Beat eggs whites until stiff
5. In another bowl beat egg 

yokes until light, adding 
sugar gradually.  Add 
pineapple juice and sifted 
flour mixture until just 
combined

6. Fold gently the egg whites 
into the batter and then pour 
entire batter over the 
pineapples

7. Bake at 375 F for 30-35 
minutes 

8. Let sit for about 5 minutes 
and then flip onto a serving 
plate and enjoy

Submitted by Ruth Voss. 
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Aston Pres. Learning Center

December 2025 Learning Center Events

APC Learning Center
Happy December! We hope everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving! There is always so much 
to do and look forward to this time of year, especially through the eyes of our little ones. All 
month long we have fun themed days to dress up and follow along with relating to classic lines 
of classic carols for the staff and children to get us in the holiday spirit. Our little ones have 
been practicing hard getting ready for our Giving Tree Christmas Program, that will be 
Thursday, December 11th. We hope you all get the opportunity to watch the live stream and 
enjoy! Our performance is also the last day the center will be collecting gift donations to help 
support families in need through Gemma Services. The children love giving back and having 
the opportunity to shop with their families for others and bringing them in to show teachers and 
friends, it’s wonderful to see and experience with them at such a young age. Be on the lookout 
for our North Pole Elf and Moose on the loose to watch over us this holiday season to report to 
Santa on all the wonderful things we do for each other each day. We will also be on a mission 
to find our missing Gingerbread friend as we go on scavenger hunts to find him.The first week 
of December they are also given the opportunity to shop for their families during our Santa 
Secret Shop as gifts are displayed on tables for various members of their family and children 
get to choose something special for their loved ones. This year we will be closed for the last 
two weeks of December, and we will return in the new year on the fifth. From everyone at 
Aston Pres LC., we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year!

December 1-4 - LC Secret Santa Shop
December 11th - Giving Tree Holiday Concert 
December 19th - Visit with Santa
December 22nd through January 4th - LC Closed for Winter 
Break

https://www.aplearningcenter.info

